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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (MORRIS, ALFRED AND ASHLEY, JACK) 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED VISIT TO US BY UK MINISTER FOR DIS- 
ABLED 

f, ALFRED MORRIS, MINISTER FOR THE DISABLED, AND JACK 
ASHLEY, BACK BENCH LABOR MP, HAVE EXPRESSED GREAT INTER- 
EST IN WORK BEING DONE BY OTOLOGICAL MEDICAL GROUP IN LOS 
ANGELES TO HELP TOTALLY DEAF PERSONS BY IMPLANTING ELEC- 
TRODES IN BRAIN. 

2. MORRIS, A LABOR MP SINCE 1964, HAS DEVOTED MUCH OF 

HIS POLITICAL CAREER TO HELPING THE CHRONICALLY SICK AND 
DISABLED. ASHLEY, A LABOR MP SINCE 1966, WAS STRICKEN 
TOTALLY DEAF SEVERAL YEARS AGO. DESPITE THIS HANDICAP, 

HE HAS CARRIED ON FULL-TIME POLITICAL ACTIVITIES AND HAS 
TWICE SINCE BEEN RE-ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT. HE HAS WRIT- 
TEN A BOOK ON HIS EXPERIENCE WITH DEAFNESS, AND HAS ALSO 
BECOME A WIDELY KNOWN AND RESPECTED CHAMPION OF IN- 
CREASED MEDICAL RESEARCH AND GREATER GOVERNMENT ASSIST 
ANCE TO THE HANDICAPPED. 

3. MORRIS AND ASHLEY WOULD LIKE OTOLOGICAL MEDICAL 
GROUP TO INVITE THEM TO LOS ANGELES FOR DEMONSTRATION OF 
WORK BEING DONE WITH BRAIN ELECTRODES. ON BASIS OF SUCH 
INVITATION, MORRIS, AS GOVERNMENT MINISTER, CAN OBTAIN 
HMG FINANCING FOR TRIP. 
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4. ASHLEY, HOWEVER, CANNOT CALL ON HMG FINANCING AND IS 
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PERSONALLY UNABLE TO AFFORD TRIP. IS THERE ANY POSSIBIL- 
ITY THAT USG (THROUGH USPHS OR NIH) MIGHT SPONSOR TRIP TO 
LOS ANGELES BY ASHLEY FOR PURPOSE STATED? EMBASSY BE- 
LIEVES IT WOULD BE MONEY WELL SPENT. 

5. POINT OF CONTACT IS: 

DR. HOWARD HOUSE 
2122 WEST THIRD STREET 
LOS ANGELES. 90057 
TELEPHONE: (213)483-9930 

6. ACTION REQUESTED. MORRIS AND ASHLEY ARE INTERESTED 
IN MAKING THE TRIP IN JANUARY. PLEASE ADVISE URGENTLY 
(A) WHETHER OTOLOGICAL MEDICAL GROUP IS WILLING TO EX- 
TEND REQUESTED INVITATION, AND (B) WHETHER ANY POSSIBILI 
TY EXISTS FOR USG TO AID ASHLEY'S TRAVEL. 

SPIERS 
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